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Romische Bleitesserae. Ein Beitrag zur Sozial- und Wirt- 
schaftsgeschichte der romischen Kaiserzeit. Von M. 
Rostowzew. Leipzig: Dieterich, 1905. Pp. 141. 

Rostowzew had already published Tesserarum urbis Romae et 
suburbi plumbearum Sylloge (Petersburg, 1903) and an Atlas with twelve 
plates and a Supplementum with three plates. The present work in 
German is a revision of the Russian treatise with some additions and 
modifications. In it we have for the first time an adequate treatment of 
the lead tesserae, based upon a careful examination of the specimens 
found in numerous museums, with important conclusions as to the vari- 
ous uses for which they were employed, and their significance. The 
introduction deals with the use of the word tessera in various connec- 
tions, as tesserae hospitales, t. paganae, t. militares, t. gladiatoriae, 
etc. The designation tesserae gladiatoriae Rostowzew considers incor- 
rect, and he follows Froehner in explaining spectat num, found on a 
tessera from Aries as spectat numen and referring to the inciibatio in a 
temple of Aesculapius, e. g., on the island in the Tiber; cf. CIL. XII 
5691. The name tessera was also applied to round objects of the shape of 
coins, and these were not a Roman invention but borrowed from Greece. 
Many of the stone molds in which such tesserae were cast have been 
found. An important section deals with the tesserae frumentariae and 
the whole subject of frumentatio as varying in practice at different 
periods. The significance of the numbers inscribed, the various emblems, 
as snake, scorpion, rabbit, snail, etc., and the legends as Abundantia, 
Bonus Eventus, Felicitas, etc., is carefully discussed, with much that is 
new and interesting. So, too, the tesserae connected with ludi receive 
full treatment. Out of 400 types, only four are found to refer to the 
theater, by far the greater number refer to the circus or amphitheater. 
Chapter III deals with the tesserae of the city and municipal inventus ; 
and historically is perhaps the most interesting of all, tracing the develop- 
ment of the institution, from its beginning down to the third century, 
and putting in a clear light its aims and political consequences. The 
use of tesserae in various colleges or guilds, in connection with festivals 
and trades, as bath-tickets, and as money-tokens in large private estab- 
lishments is discussed with a painstaking array of evidence, and little 
that bears upon the subject seems to have been overlooked. Modern 
parallels are also cited. The use of lead and bronze tickets in traveling 
by boat is also proved. Some of these have the letters CYD = cydarum, 
a kind of boat mentioned by Gellius x. 25. 5, others CYD. AES. Com- 
pare Horace S. i. 5. 13: dum aes exigitur, dum mula ligatur, tota obit 
hora. An appendix at the end gives a list of the principal collections 
and catalogues of tesserae arranged by countries. There are also two 
plates giving forty-two specimen tesserae well executed. After what 
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has been said, it will be seen that the work is of more than usual impor- 
tance and indispensable for those interested in the subject, as well as 
valuable for collectors. The patience shown in the investigation of these 
little objects, which have hitherto been too largely ignored, and the skill 
exhibited in the attractive presentation of the results deserve all praise. 

Minton Warren 
Harvard University 



Sprachpsychologie und Sprachunterricht. Eine kritische Studie. 
Von Fried rich Baumann. Halle: Niemeyer, 1905. Pp. 
142. M. 3. 
This is a very sane and searching critical discussion of three recent 
monographs dealing with the teaching of foreign (especially modern) 
languages, viz., E. v. Sallwurk's Filnf Kapitel vom Erlernen fremder 
Sprachen (Berlin, 1898), O. Ganzmann's tJber Sprach- und Sachvorstel- 
lungen (Berlin, 1902, in Ziegler and Ziehen's Sammlung von Abhand- 
lungen aus d. Gebiete der pddagogischen Psyehologie und Physiologie 
IV. 6) andH.TZggerVBDerpsychologischeZusammenhanginder Didaktik 
des neusprachlichen Reformunterrichts (Berlin, 1904, ibid. VII. 4). 
Baumann warns against the exaggerated importance attached by many 
adherents of the reform movement to the spoken language as contrasted 
with the written and literary language. He contends that the main pur- 
pose and aim of language teaching in the German higher schools is not 
facility in the speaking of the foreign language or in the understanding 
of it when spoken. Those who desire such facility can gain it either in 
special classes (such as those provided by the Berlitz schools), or by resi- 
dence in the foreign country, or by the employment of a governess. The 
main goal of the teaching of a foreign (even a modern tongue) in the 
Gymnasium, Realgymnasium, and schools of similar character is ability 
to read the important and valuable literary works written in it. It is not 
the conversational language of every -day life which is most important for 
the student of such an institution but the literary language employed by 
the standard writers. Bather than articulatory and acoustic the training 
should be visual and graphic. Too little emphasis is now placed, accord- 
ing to Baumann (p. 127), on the methodological value of written exercises 
as a help toward memorizing. Considering, furthermore, ' Bildung ' rather 
than 'Fertigkeit' as the aim of the linguistic training of the German 
schools he insists on the retention of grammatical drill. For while a 
knowledge of grammar is not essential to one whose only object is facility 
in the use of the colloquial speech it is indispensable for a penetration of 
the structure of a foreign tongue, and an adequate comparison of the 
foreign with the native language. In fact the difference between eine 
Sprache kdnnen and eine Sprache kennen lies in this very point. 

Hanns Oertel 



